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What Is open space and what does
it do?

The Town Plan of Conservation and Development defines
asfollows:
Land preserved or restricted for any of the following
purposes:

AMaintain or enhance the conservation of natural,
scenic, cultural and historic resources.

A Protects wetlands/watercourses and other bodies of
water.

A Protects water supply sources.

APromotes the conservation of soil and prime farmland.




What Is open space and what does
it do?

AEnhances the public value of abutting or neighboring
parks, forests, wildlife preserves, natural reservations
and sanctuaries and/or other open space.

AEnhances public recreation opportunities.
A Preserves historic and/or culturally significant sites.

AAssist in the promotlon of orderly growth and
management. H E




Types of Operfoace

AConservation or recreation easement with or
without public access

AFee simple ownership by the Town, State or
other conservation entity (e.g. land trust)

APurchase of development rights
AAgricultural use restrictio S
ACombination of above [T
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Methods to AcquireOpen Soace

ASubdivision approval process
ADonations, gifts, bequeaths, etc.
APurchase

ACooperative purchaseleveraglng of funds with
other entities e

ABonding
AGrant funding




Guidance from 2010 Town Plan of
Conservation and Development

Section & Environment and Open Space offers the
following statements, goals and recommendations
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solls and largaenfragmentedforest blocks, notable wildlife or plant
life and fisheries habitastreambeltscomposed of watercourses,
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Guidance from 2010 Town Plan of
Conservation and Development
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greenways, trails and wildlife corridors, and when appropriate, link
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strategies and acquire more open space and coordinate the Plan

with recreational needs as expressed in the Parks and Recreation
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2008 Coventry Citizen Survey Results

A88%of respondents rated open space (e.g. land
purchases) as either essential or an important
Investment for the Town.
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purchase of open space, development rights or
conservation easements, assuming that every $
million dollars borrowed would increase the
taxes of the average household by $15.00 per
year.




Guidance from 1997 Town Plan of
Conservation and Development

A Chapter 2, Goals and Objective€onservation and
Open Space Goalc Provide adequate protection and
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providing adequate open space opportunities for all
town residentsg Same objectives as 2010 Plan.

A Chapter 2, Goals and ObjectiveRecreationc Objective
¢ Continue the use of a revolving fund to acquire land fo
open space and/or recreational purposes, as it becomes
available based upon a prioritized listing of preferred
parcels identified by community plans.




Guidance from 1997 Town Plan of
Conservation and Development

AChapter 11, Land Use Plafreservation of Rural
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A Chapter 113 Tiers of Development, Preservation Areas
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purchase large amounts of land in the Preservation Are
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July 2014z Final Report of the Coventry Open
Space Working Group

AMembers of the Town Council, Planning and Zoning
Commission, Economic Development Commission,
Conservation Commission, Adc Conservation Corps
Committee, Inland Wetlands Agency, Parks and
Recreation Commission, SOS Coventry and Planning a
Zoning Staff formed a consortium based committee that
worked for over two years to analyze the open space
experience in the last 120 years to provide an
educational and advocacy tool for the community at
large.




July 2014z Final Report of the Coventry Open
Space Working Group
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undeveloped land, open space; a series of findings,

value statements, conclusions and recommendations,
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PERMANENTLY PROTECTED
Conservation Easement399 acres
Fee Simple 1,930 acres
Subtotal¢ 2,329acres
(9.5% of total town area)

Coventry Lake and Rived&80 acres
Eagleville Lake&5 acres
Upper Bolton Pond22 acres

TOTAL PROTECTRE[B349 ACRES
(11.6% of 24,505 acrewotal town area)
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UNPROTECTED:
3,768 acres (15.4%)

Golf courses 220 acres
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Almada Lodge (Channel 3 Kids Canig)0 acres
Farms- 1,600 acres arable, 1,200 acres wooded
Museums- 31 acres
Connecticut Light &Power/Nu Sté87 acres
CT Water Companyl13 acres

Excludesresidential parcels, State owned parcels from the old Route 6
Expressway acquisition, church owned land.




Coventry Open Space Map 2013




