
OPEN SPACE 
PRESERVATION 

Reflections on the Value of Acquiring 
Property for Preservation Purposes 



What is open space and what does 
it do? 
 

The Town Plan of Conservation and Development defines it 
as follows: 

Land preserved or restricted for any of the following 
purposes: 

ÅMaintain or enhance the conservation of natural, 
scenic, cultural and historic resources. 

ÅProtects wetlands/watercourses and other bodies of 
water. 

ÅProtects water supply sources. 

ÅPromotes the conservation of soil and prime farmland. 
 



What is open space and what does 
it do? 
ÅEnhances the public value of abutting or neighboring 

parks, forests, wildlife preserves, natural reservations 
and sanctuaries and/or other open space. 

ÅEnhances public recreation opportunities. 

ÅPreserves historic and/or culturally significant sites. 

ÅAssist in the promotion of orderly growth and 
management. 



Types of Open Space 

ÅConservation or recreation easement with or 
without public access 

ÅFee simple ownership by the Town, State or 
other conservation entity (e.g. land trust) 

ÅPurchase of development rights 

ÅAgricultural use restriction 

ÅCombination of above 
 



Methods to Acquire Open Space 

ÅSubdivision approval process 

ÅDonations, gifts, bequeaths, etc. 

ÅPurchase  

ÅCooperative purchase ς leveraging of funds with 
other entities 

ÅBonding 

ÅGrant funding 

 



Guidance from 2010 Town Plan of 
Conservation and Development 

Section 5 ς Environment and Open Space offers the 
following statements, goals and recommendations: 
 

ÅάhǇŜƴ {ǇŀŎŜ ŀŎǉǳƛǎƛǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ŀ ƪŜȅ ŜƭŜƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎΦέόtŀƎŜ 
5-4) 
 

ÅάCƻǊƳŀƭƭȅ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘ ŀ ƳƛƴƛƳǳƳ ƻŦ нл҈ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǿƴΩǎ ƭŀƴŘ ŀǎ ƻǇŜƴ 
ǎǇŀŎŜΦέόDƻŀƭ Інύ 
 

ÅάtǊƻǘŜŎǘ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴǎŜǊǾŜ ǇǊƛƳŜ ŦŀǊƳƭŀƴŘ ǎƻƛƭǎΣ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘƛǾŜ ǿƻƻŘƭŀƴŘǎ 
soils and large unfragmented forest blocks, notable wildlife or plant 
life and fisheries habitat, streambelts composed of watercourses, 
inland wetlands and other associated riparian habitat components, 
and scenic views and vistas, through a range of preservation 
ǘŜŎƘƴƛǉǳŜǎΣ ŀǎ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ /ƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴ /ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴΩǎ hǇŜƴ 
{ǇŀŎŜ tƭŀƴΦέόwŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘŀǘƛƻƴ Іоύ 

 

 



Guidance from 2010 Town Plan of 
Conservation and Development 

 

Åάaŀƛƴǘŀƛƴ ŀƴŘ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜ ƛƴǘŜǊŎƻƴƴŜŎǘŜŘΣ ƭƛƴŜŀǊ ƻǇŜƴ ǎǇŀŎŜǎΣ 
greenways, trails and wildlife corridors, and when appropriate, link 
ƻǘƘŜǊ ǘƻǿƴΣ ǊŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ ƻǊ ǎǘŀǘŜ ƎǊŜŜƴǿŀȅǎΦέόwŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘŀǘƛƻƴ Ісύ 

 

Åά¦ǘƛƭƛȊŜ ǘƘŜ hǇŜƴ {ǇŀŎŜ tƭŀƴ ǘƻ ƎǳƛŘŜ ǘƻǿƴ ƭŀƴŘ ŀŎǉǳƛǎƛǘƛƻƴ 
strategies and acquire more open space and coordinate the Plan 
with recreational needs as expressed in the Parks and Recreation 
{ŜŎǘƛƻƴΦέόwŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘŀǘƛƻƴ Ітύ 

 

 



2008 Coventry Citizen Survey Results 

Å88% of respondents rated open space (e.g. land 
purchases) as either essential or an important 
investment for the Town. 

Å66% ƻŦ ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘŜƴǘǎ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ¢ƻǿƴΩǎ 
purchase of open space, development rights or 
conservation easements, assuming that every $1 
million dollars borrowed would increase the 
taxes of the average household by $15.00 per 
year. 



Guidance from 1997 Town Plan of 
Conservation and Development 

ÅChapter 2, Goals and Objectives ς Conservation and 
Open Space - Goal ς Provide adequate protection and 
ǇǊŜǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǿƴΩǎ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ ǿƘƛƭŜ 
providing adequate open space opportunities for all 
town residents ς Same objectives as 2010 Plan. 

 

ÅChapter 2, Goals and Objectives - Recreation ς Objective  
ς Continue the use of a revolving fund to acquire land for 
open space and/or recreational purposes, as it becomes 
available based upon a prioritized listing of preferred 
parcels identified by community plans. 



Guidance from 1997 Town Plan of 
Conservation and Development 

ÅChapter 11, Land Use Plan ς Preservation of Rural 
Character ς ά¢ƘŜ ŦǳƴŘŀƳŜƴǘŀƭ ƭŀƴŘ ǳǎŜ ƛǎǎǳŜ ƛƴ /ƻǾŜƴǘǊȅ 
is the preservation of the agricultural land and open 
ǎǇŀŎŜ ǘƻ Ƴŀƛƴǘŀƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¢ƻǿƴΩǎ ǊǳǊŀƭ ŀǘƳƻǎǇƘŜǊŜΦέ  

 

ÅChapter 11, 3 Tiers of Development, Preservation Areas 
ς ά¢ƻǿƴ ǇǳǊŎƘŀǎŜ ƻŦ ƭŀƴŘ ς Theoretically the Town could 
purchase large amounts of land in the Preservation Area 
ŦƻǊ ǇŀǊƪ ŀƴŘ ƻǇŜƴ ǎǇŀŎŜ ǳǎŜΦέ 



July 2014 ɀ Final Report of the Coventry Open 
Space Working Group 

ÅMembers of the Town Council, Planning and Zoning 
Commission, Economic Development Commission, 
Conservation Commission, Ad-hoc Conservation Corps 
Committee, Inland Wetlands Agency, Parks and 
Recreation Commission, SOS Coventry and Planning and 
Zoning Staff formed a consortium based committee that 
worked for over two years to analyze the open space 
experience in the last 15 -20 years to provide an 
educational and advocacy tool for the community at 
large. 



July 2014 ɀ Final Report of the Coventry Open 
Space Working Group 

Å¢ƘŜ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǎ ŀ ǎǳƳƳŀǊȅ ƻŦ /ƻǾŜƴǘǊȅΩǎ 
undeveloped land ς open space; a series of findings, 
value statements, conclusions and recommendations, 
ŘŜŦƛƴƛǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǘŜǊƳǎ ŀƴŘ ŀ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜ ΨǘƻƻƭōƻȄΩΦ 

 

 



3ÕÍÍÁÒÙ ÏÆ #ÏÖÅÎÔÒÙȭÓ 5ÎÄÅÖÅÌÏÐÅÄ ,ÁÎÄ 
 

PERMANENTLY PROTECTED 

Conservation Easement ς 399 acres 

Fee Simple ς 1,930 acres  

Subtotal ς 2,329 acres 

(9.5% of total town area) 

 

Coventry Lake and Rivers: 460 acres 

Eagleville Lake: 25 acres 

Upper Bolton Pond: 22 acres  

  

TOTAL PROTECTED- 2,849 ACRES 

(11.6% of 24,505 acres- total town area) 
 



3ÕÍÍÁÒÙ ÏÆ #ÏÖÅÎÔÒÙȭÓ 5ÎÄÅÖÅÌÏÐÅÄ Land 
ɉÃÏÎÔȭÄɊ 

UNPROTECTED:  

3,768 acres (15.4%) 
  

Golf courses - 220 acres 

{ǇƻǊǘǎƳŀƴΩǎ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴǎ - 490 acres 

Almada Lodge (Channel 3 Kids Camp) - 140 acres 

Farms - 1,600 acres arable, 1,200 acres wooded 

Museums - 31 acres 

Connecticut Light &Power/Nu Star- 87 acres 

CT Water Company ς 13 acres 

  

Excludes: residential parcels, State owned parcels from the old Route 6 
Expressway acquisition, church owned land. 



Coventry Open Space Map 2013 


